
2018 SPECIAL OLYMPICS USA GAMESPRIVATE 


SPECIAL OLYMPICS WISCONSIN

ATHLETE-COACH APPLICATION
The 2018 Special Olympics USA Games will be held July 1-6, 2018 in Seattle, Washington.  It is anticipated that 4,000 athletes and 1,000 coaches from the United States will participate.  Special Olympics Wisconsin is seeking coaches for the following sports to participate as part of Team Wisconsin: Athletics, Aquatics,
Bocce, 
Bowling, Team Basketball (coed), Team Unified Soccer (coed)
SOWI is seeking an Athlete-Coach for the 2018 USA Games.  The Athlete-coach selected must be registered in the SOWI Athletes-As-Coaches program and must have actively coached in at least one sports season to be eligible.  This individual must know and understand the mission and philosophies of Special Olympics, and must act as a good role model in regard to the Code of Conduct, the importance of training, the ability to function as part of a team, and the ability to provide supervision and guidance to all assigned athletes.  The Athlete-Coach will be selected based on his or her experience and the best fit for the needs of Team WI. The position of a Special Olympics Team Wisconsin coach is an exciting and memorable experience.  Please understand the commitment of time and energy that will be required if you are selected.
Application forms MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN February 1, 2017

Mail to: Special Olympics Wisconsin 2310 Crossroads Drive, Suite 1000 Madison, WI 53718 or email to bwhitehead@specialolympicswisconsin.org  .
Athlete-Coach Selection
1.
The Athlete-Coach will be selected based on sports experience, ability, and attitude.  The selection will also be made based on the best fit of the athlete’s experience and the needs of the team.  While athletes are not allowed to act as chaperones, the person selected must display the leadership and ability to work with fellow athletes. 

2.
Those coaches selected must be available for all training sessions and complete the entire anticipated eight-day trip to the USA Games.

3.
Applications are due to the Headquarters Office postmarked no later than February 1, 2017.   Selection of the coach will be announced when the other coaching positions are announced in March, 2017.  Final selections will be made by a committee appointed by Special Olympics Wisconsin.

4.
Each applicant for a coaching position with Team Wisconsin for the 2018 USA Games must:

(
Attend the following mandatory training sessions



April 7, 2017 (evening)

Oshkosh
Coaches Orientation




September 15-17, 2017 

Oshkosh
Team Selection Camp




May 18-20, 2018


Oshkosh 
Team Training Camp 




June 30, 2018 


TBA

Pre-Departure Camp 

(
Be a SOWI registered Class A volunteer and undergo a background check
(
Be registered with the SOWI Athletes-As-Coaches Program

•
Be certified or able to obtain certification in the S.O. Principles of Coaching course prior to May 2018.
•
Be certified or able to obtain certification in the sport for which you are applying prior to May 2018.
•
Must commit to assist with team fundraising efforts (coaches are required to raise $250 through team fundraising efforts).  

(
Demonstrate the necessary coaching skills in the sport(s) they wish to coach at the USA Games

(
Be in good health and be comfortable outdoors in warm/humid weather for extended periods of time
(
Be 21 years of age or older by January 1, 2017
(
Fit needs of athletes selected for team 


        Possess skills, behavior and attitude to successfully function as a member of a team 


        (e.g. handle stress well, positive attitude, flexibility, possess and respect leadership)
(
Be available as a Team WI member from June 30, 2018 – July 8, 2018 for the entire duration of the USA Games.
NOTE: Special Olympics Wisconsin shall be the sole coordinator of the 2018 USA Games Team Wisconsin delegation.  As such, SOWI has the right to render any decisions that will serve and ensure the health, safety, integrity and well-being of all Wisconsin delegates.  In the unlikely case that the Special Olympics USA Games selection committee does not receive an adequate number of qualified coach applications, the committee reserves the right to re-open the selection process after the deadline date for application.  
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RETAIN THIS COVER SHEET FOR YOUR RECORDS.


Return only the application form to Special Olympics Wisconsin.
PART A - GENERAL INFORMATION
Coach Name: 











                                                                                                                                        

Address:











                                                                                                            

Home Phone # (       )____-_____  Cell Phone # (       )____-_____  Email: 





Agency Name and #                                                                                                    
 Date of Birth    

           
 
Sex  Male         Female        
SOWI Volunteer ID # 




Are you presently taking any medication? Yes          No 
 If  yes, please list:





Do you have any medical or physical conditions or needs that may impact your involvement as a Special Olympics USAGames coach? Yes
No 
 If yes, please explain:   


















Shirt size:
  
PRIVATE 
What sport are you applying for as a coach for the Wisconsin 2018 USA Games Team?  

(Please mark your first choice #1, your second choice #2, and your third choice #3).

Athletics:  Track

   Field

   Swimming 

   Bocce  
     Bowling 

Team Basketball (coed)  

   Unified Soccer (coed)  


Please list coaching positions held in the last five years:

Agency 



 Position/sport: 






Agency 
 


 Position/sport:  





Years of experience working with athletes with intellectual disabilities:


   

PART B - SPORTS BACKGROUND INFORMATION

PRIVATE 
Years of experience in sport that you are applying to coach:  
    
Describe your experience: 



List Special Olympics Coaches Certifications, if any:

Sport/Course Name:
List any other coaching/officiating/first aid certifications:

Sport/Certification

Expiration Date

Organization

Please list any previous USA or World Games experience:

Year                                                  Games
Position Held

Year                                                  Games
Position Held

Year                                                  Games
Position Held
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PART C – SCHEDULE AND COMMITMENT
PRIVATE 

As an applicant for the position of coach/chaperone for Team Wisconsin 


YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO ATTEND, CHAPERONE AND COACH ATHLETES AT 

ALL ASSESSMENT/TRAINING CAMPS AND DURING THE USAGAMES
Special Olympics Wisconsin is planning one coaches' orientation camp, one assessment camp and one training camp.

Date:                                             Location:
April 7, 2017 (evening)
Oshkosh

Coaches Orientation


September 15, 2017   
Oshkosh

Coaches Meeting (no athletes)
Friday 6:00 pm - Saturday a.m.
September 16-17, 2017 
Oshkosh

Athlete Assessment Camp 
Begins Saturday 10:00 a.m.

May 18, 2018
Oshkosh

Coaches Meetings

Friday 6:00 pm – Saturday am
May 19-20, 2018 
Oshkosh

Training Camp


Saturday - Sunday
June 30, 2018 (tentative)
Loc. TBA

Pre-Departure Camp

 (Pre-Departure)

July 1-7, 2018
Seattle, WA

USA National Summer Games
 (includes travel days)
Do you anticipate being able to attend these sessions and the 2018 USA Games?  Yes
No 
  If no, please state why:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Will you be available to assist in developing a 24-week training program for your athletes prior to the Games?   


Yes
No
?
Are you able to travel by bus?  

Yes
No
?


Are you able to travel by Plane?

 Yes
No
?

Do you experience motion sickness?  
Yes
No
?
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PART D - REFERENCES

PRIVATE 
Please list three references who know you personally and/or professionally:

1.
Name:  




Phone




                                            

Email: 






How does this person know you?   
2.
Name:  




Phone: 




                                           

Email: 




 

How does this person know you?   
3.
Name:




Phone:






Email:






How does this person know you?   
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PART E – CODE OF CONDUCT

Coach’s Code of Conduct
Special Olympics Wisconsin Volunteer Code of Conduct
SOWI prides itself in sponsoring high quality sports training and competitions for people with intellectual disabilities.  The primary purpose of this Code of Conduct is to establish a high standard of coach/volunteer behavior that will ensure the safety and well-being of all athletes involved in training and competition.  All coaches/volunteers are expected to abide by the code of conduct and standards of behavior as established by SOWI.  Coaches and volunteers should be reminded that volunteering for SOWI is a privilege, not a right, and that the Agency manager has the authority to make immediate accommodations until final decisions can be made.
By agreeing to abide by the SOWI Code of Conduct, each coach/volunteer agrees to adhere to the following coach/volunteer behavior:

· Uphold the philosophy, principles and policies of Special Olympics, Inc. and SOWI

· Behave in a manner consistent with SOWI’s core values of mutual respect, integrity, positive attitude accountability, teamwork and dedication

Profanity or verbal abuse

· Tobacco use in restricted areas

· Use of alcohol

· Frequent unexcused absences

· Exhibition of poor sportsmanship, which it includes but not limited too: berating of officials and/or comments directed at opposing coaches and team

· Not following the rules of a sport

· Not providing adequate athlete supervision

· Submission of false or inaccurate competition qualification information

· Violent or disruptive behavior 

· Physical or verbal sexual overtures

· Any unwelcome physical contact

· Use of illegal drugs or any controlled substance*

· Possession of harmful weapons*

· Physical abuse*

· Felony or misdemeanors (or any other illegal or socially unacceptable behavior) which disrupts or impedes the participation of athletes or others*

· Public forum posts that degrade the organization

· Not following the philosophy, principles and policies of Special Olympics, Inc. and SOWI
I understand that coaches represent Wisconsin at USA and World events are held to a higher standard and that if I do not obey this Code-of-Conduct, not only is my involvement with Team WI activities, but other aspects of my life, the Game Organizing Committee and/or Special Olympics Wisconsin may not allow me to participate.

Signature of Coach: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Print of Coach: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Date: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

PART F - BIOGRAPHY
All this information will be displayed next to your photo on the Special Olympics Wisconsin website so please take the time to be informative so you’re well represented to the public and media.

General Information

Coach Last Name





First Name


    Current Age 



Birthdate:


_________________  Hometown:


__





How many years have you been involved with Special Olympics?  








What does Special Olympics mean to you? 












What do you like most about Special Olympics? 











What has been your favorite Special Olympics experience so far?


 



































Are you currently employed? 
Yes 
No 

Full Time
 Part Time 

If yes, where do you work and what is your job? 

























List any special honors you have received (Coach or Volunteer of the Year, A Community Honor, etc.) 

















































Tell us your favorite past time or hobby, major accomplishments you are proud of (quotes will be formulated by your statement below, so please write in full sentences

















































































Feel free to attach additional sheets if necessary but be sure to print or type the information.

PART G – SIGNATURES

	

	Athlete Name:
	
	Sport:
	


This athlete-Coach must also meet specific selection criteria, which includes the following items related to training, travel and daily living skills.  By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the Athlete Selection Criteria and that I am aware of the following requirements of the athletes selected for Team Wisconsin:
Team Wisconsin Requirements

Attendance at the Team WI Training Camps, scheduled for September, 16-17, 2017 and May 19-20, 2018 is mandatory.

Coaches must be able to handle a long travel day independently or with minimal supervision;

Coaches will be assigned to a Sport for the duration of travel to, during, and from the Games, including housing sites, competition venues and during the delegation training camp prior to the Games;

Coaches must be able to be away from their families, schools and jobs for approximately one (1) week period in July 2018 to attend the Games (exact travel dates will be available at a later date);

Travel to and from practices, team training camps and the send-off and return locations for Team WI, etc. are not provided and is the responsibility of the athlete, family or local agency. 
While athlete Coaches may not officially act as chaperons, they are required to assist with management of the Team during all activities including travel and activities not related to competition.
All Coaches must function positively during the course of the USA Games as part of the team with good sportsmanship and with minimal contact from family members; 

All Coaches must independently or with minimal support, manage the activities and skills of daily living, i.e. toileting, showering, hygiene, etc.

Fundraising

Participation in Team Fundraising efforts is mandatory and that a minimum of $250 must be raised by each athlete in order to participate as part of Team Wisconsin.

Code of Conduct

Coaches selected to Team Wisconsin are held to a higher standard of behavior, and that the Code of Conduct applies at all times including during non- Team related activities.  This applies from the time the Coach is selected through the entirety of the USA Games.  The Team WI Management Team may remove an athlete from the delegation if he/she fails to meet the athlete selection criteria, of if his or her behavior violates the Code of Conduct. 
All Coaches must pass a background screening and reference check to be eligible for selection to Team WI
Do you believe this athlete coach meets the selection criteria outlined above?
Yes
No

If no, please explain your answer: 












An athlete coach is not considered to be eligible for selection until all forms are completed.  All Signatures are required. 

	
	

	Signature of Athlete
	Date


	
	

	Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian
	Date


	
	

	Signature of Agency Manager


	Date

	
	

	Signature of Local Coach/ Mentor

	Date


PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO THE SOWI PROGRAM OFFICE, POSTMARKED BY February 1, 2017

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY



Date Received                               
Incomplete: Date returned                   

  Approved: Date ________

            

Initials              


Initials 
            
 



  Initials


    
