SPECIAL OLYMPICS WISCONSIN
2018-2019 COMPETITION GUIDE

KEY CHANGES AND IMPORTANT REMINDERS

1. Online Comp Guide: All Calendars, Registration, Rules will be located under the Sports pages on the website.

2. Athlete advancement policy for team sports: If a player is absent at any level of competition they may not advance with the team to the next level of competition.  All players present at a competition must be on the bench and listed on the scorecard.  They must have the opportunity to play in one game. If a player is unable to play due to injury, the coach must tell the scorer so they can record the injury on the scorecard. Based on the severity of the injury, the player may be allowed to leave with the approval of the Tournament Director. If a player is unable to play due to illness, the coach must tell the scorer so they can record the illness on the scorecard and must be present (on the bench if possible) at the tournament in order to advance to the next level of competition.

3. Level 1 Skills Minimum Standards: An athlete will need to have a minimum total score of 5 points or more in order to compete at the District/Regional Basketball Skills Competition. An athlete will need to have received a minimum score of 10 points or more in order to advance to the State Basketball Skills Competition.

4. 2019 State Summer Games Quota: Agencies will be granted quota based on athlete participation at regional/district events. The quota will be assigned after the regional/district event and will be based on athletes who competed at the event, rather than from the number of registered athletes by an agency. 

5. Team Basketball Lottery Policy: In order to try and balance divisions (equitable competition) at each level of competition, we are looking to implement on a 1-year trial basis a variation to the lottery pick system. Starting with the all SOWI regional/district competition, lottery picks will be pulled from divisional groupings.  Within each regional/district competition, all divisions will be placed in 3 groups. Lottery spots will be offered to the 1st place team of each division first. The remaining picks will then become a general lottery with all remaining teams drawn for the remaining lottery picks selected from one pot/hat/group. If a first place team chooses not to advance, the quota will go back into the division range lottery (not automatically awarded to the 2nd place team). Refer to your Athletic Director for more information. 

6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Recreational Swimming Policy: Special Olympics Wisconsin has determined, for the health and welfare of its participants, to prohibit recreational swimming at any time during Special Olympics competitions or activities unless specifically authorized and stated otherwise by Special Olympics WI with respect to a specific event. This policy applies not only to the time on-site at Special Olympics competitions or activities, but also while in transit to/from Special Olympics competitions or activities. This policy is the result of mandatory compliance to Special Olympics Inc., as well as for the health and safety of all Special Olympics Athletes & Partners. For the full policy, please refer to the Agency Management page of our website.



