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Since 1972, Special Olympics Wisconsin has helped individuals with intellectual disabilities (ID) defy 
the odds and showcase their talents to the world. Through year-round sports, health programming, 
leadership opportunities and school-based Unified programs, we help pave the way for a more inclusive 
society where individuals with ID are accepted, valued and empowered members of their communities.

Our Mission
To provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports 
for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities to develop 
physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and 
friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.

Our Vision 
Sport will open hearts and minds towards people with intellectual disabilities and create inclusive 
communities across Wisconsin. Globally, we strive to end discrimination against people with ID.

Our Strategic Goals 

	Improve opportunities for athletes to perform at their best.

 

	 Build positive attitudes toward people with intellectual disabilities.

	 Build capacity by improving resources.

 

	 Improve the effectiveness and efficiency of Special Olympics Wisconsin.
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My name is Marquis Garner and 
I’m a Special Olympics Wisconsin 
Athlete, an Athlete Input Council 
Leader and a SOWI Board 
member.

I feel humbled and grateful to 
add these titles to my resume 
and be a representative voice 

for my fellow Special Olympics athletes. I am honored 
to represent the disability community. I am privileged 
to represent my community on the compounds of love, 
respect, honor, and acceptance, and not just the disability 
or Autism communities, but to represent all communities.

The fight for equal opportunity and justice in an 
ever-growing world that, not only is changing with 
technological advances, but a society that continues to 
grow in beauty because of all the different human beings 
who make up the Earth of all different nationalities, 
creeds, religions, sexual preferences, abilities, disabilities, 
skill levels, and, most importantly, individual personality 
traits!

I think that 2019 was magnificent! I can’t ask for anyone 
better than the people who are on our staff or our Board 
of Directors. I’m sure I speak for all of the athletes as I say 
thank you for not just your business wits and business 
acumen, but for being like a family whenever we need a 
shoulder to lean on or a positive affirmation to go for our 
dreams and goals.

Thank you for caring about all the athletes, not just for 
what our ability level is or how we learn, but about our 

A Message from an Athlete

overall well-being and for our home lives with our loved 
ones! Whether by email, text or by phone – thank you 
for all your compassionate thoughts, love and great 
humanitarian service.

Special Olympics athletes all have different physical and 
mental abilities. We all have one thing in common: We 
are all disabled! But we all are intricate parts that make 
up the population of Special Olympics and the disability 
community.

But most importantly, we are all individuals with different 
reasoning and mental abilities to help us comprehend and 
understand the world around us.

Everyone who makes up Special Olympics Wisconsin, you 
are a group of great individuals who have helped Special 
Olympics become the great organization that started with 
just an imagination, then turned into a dream and was 
nurtured into a reality! And it all started in Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver’s backyard!

You all have turned Special Olympics into all the qualities 
that she hoped for: respect, honesty, acceptance, love, 
understanding and gratitude.

With all those great things being said, congratulations for 
a successful 2019 and may next year and the following 
years to come be even greater.

Thank you!

Marquis Garner
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On behalf of Special Olympics Wisconsin, we are pleased 
to present the 2019 Annual Report. The report serves as 
a summary of the many accomplishments achieved during 
the past year. 

Thank you for contributing to our athletes’ experiences 
and our efforts to promote inclusion. We strive to 
provide unparalleled opportunities for health & wellness, 
education, leadership and community engagement to 
individuals with intellectual disabilities. This would not be 
possible without your dedication and financial support. 

It is important to recognize the approximately 9,000 
athletes throughout the state, who strive to compete, 
make new friends and find joy by being part of the Special 
Olympics Wisconsin family. Every day, we hear stories of 
athletes’ remarkable journeys, their wisdom and courage, 
their determination in achieving goals and improving the 
quality of their lives through sports, fitness and health. 
They inspire us every day to, as their athlete oath says, 
“Be Brave in the Attempt.”

Accolades go to the staff of Special Olympics Wisconsin 
who continue to focus on providing quality programs and 
services to the athletes and greater community around the 
state through our administrative operations, marketing, 
fundraising and sports and health. Finally, thank you to our 
donors and sponsors who make our programming possible 
for children and adults with intellectual disabilities at no 
cost to them or their families.

2019 marked the second year of our five-year strategic 
plan. We continue to focus on our four key pillars 
including:

• Improve opportunities for athletes to perform 
at their best;

• Build positive attitudes toward people with
 intellectual disabilities;

• Build capacity by improving resources;

• Improve the effectiveness and efficiency of 
Special Olympics Wisconsin

To all of you who helped make 2019 a banner year, we are 
grateful. Together, we are one mission, one movement 
making a difference in the lives of individuals with 
intellectual disabilities as well as our own.

This snapshot of our Annual Report also shares the impact 
we had on our athletes. As great a year as 2019 was, we 
want to always dream big. We hope you will continue to 
dream big with us. 

Respectfully,

Kathleen J. Roach, MPH, MBA 
President & CEO
Special Olympics Wisconsin

Vince Vitrano
Chairman of the Board 
Special Olympics Wisconsin 

A Message from Leadership
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Special Olympics Wisconsin 
in Abu Dhabi

The end of March 2019 made for an eventful few days for 
Special Olympics programs across the United States. The 
news of the $18 million cut to the Special Olympics Unified 
Champion Schools program in the proposed 2020 federal 
budget resulted in a media firestorm unlike anything 
Special Olympics had ever seen. And Wisconsin lawmakers 
from both sides of the aisle were key players in driving 
public and legislative support for Special Olympics.

Representative Mark Pocan of Wisconsin’s second 
Congressional district helped bring the proposed cuts 
to the Unified Champions Schools program into the 
national conversation when he highlighted it during a 
congressional subcommittee meeting with Education 
Secretary Betsy DeVos on March 26, 2019. On March 
28, Wisconsin Congressmen Glenn Grothman (R-6th), 
Mike Gallagher (R-8th) and Bryan Steil (R-1st) cosigned a 
letter to the Subcommittee on Labor, Health, and Human 
Services, Education, and Related Agencies of the House 
Appropriations Committee urging them to continue to 
fund Special Olympics Unified Champion School.

“The Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools program 
is critical to communities in Wisconsin… Nearly 15,000 
Wisconsin students have been reached by the Unified 
Champion Schools program, which has helped establish 
welcoming and accepting communities for individuals with 
intellectual disabilities.”- Reps. Grothman, Gallagher and 
Steil

That same day, President Trump reinserted the $18 million 
for Special Olympics Unified Champions Schools into the 
proposed budget.
 

Special Olympics Wisconsin sent 10 representatives to the 

2019 Special Olympics World Games in Abu Dhabi, United 

Arab Emirates. This event mark the first time a Special 

Olympics World Games was held in the Middle East North 

Africa region since the movement’s founding over 50 years 

ago. 7,500 athletes represented more than 170 countries 

in 24 sports. It was the largest humanitarian sports event in 

2019.

SOWI was represented on Team USA by Joanna Stein and 

Unified partner Patricia Pipkorn, Unified Golf by athlete 

Ryon Knodl and Unified partner Ken Kuemmerlein, Athletics 

by coaches Bonita Kahn, Steve Meurett and Debra Moore 

Gruenloh. Athlete Zechariah Tietz and Officer Bryan 

Wangnoss participated in the Law Enforcement Torch Run 

Final Leg, while athlete PJ Lynch and mentor Linda Dahl 

served as Unified officials for basketball and Mark Wolfgram 

served as the assistant technical delegate for basketball.

Highlights of 2019
Wisconsin lawmakers lead the 
charge in the defense of Special 
Olympics on Capitol Hill
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2019 marked 40 years of Special Olympics Wisconsin 
calling UW-Stevens Point home for the Summer Games. 
The Opening Ceremony was a star-studded event, 
including Stevens Point Mayor Mike Wiza; UW-Stevens 
Point Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs Al Thompson; 
legendary UW-Stevens Point basketball coach Jack 
Bennett; and actress Amy Pietz, best known for her 
starring roles in the sitcoms Caroline in the City and The 
Office, who is the sister of a Special Olympics athlete from 
Milwaukee.

More than 1,300 athletes from across Wisconsin 
converged for the three-day event, which is Special 
Olympics Wisconsin’s largest annual sports competition.

Strong Competition and Strong Minds

While 2019 marked 40 
years of the Summer 
Games in Stevens 
Point, it also marked 
the first year of Strong 
Minds, a new Healthy 
Athletes discipline. 
The clinic, devoted to 
helping athletes learn 
positive coping skills 
and stress management 

strategies, proved to be a hit with more than 150 athletes 
in attendance.

The five interactive learning stations are aimed at teaching 
skills that are beneficial while in athletic competition as 
well as lessons that can be applied across all aspects of life 
such as: thinking positive thoughts, releasing stress and 
connecting with others.

40 years of Summer Games in Stevens Point

“The hope is that athletes can not only be better in their 
competitions when they’re here, but also live a little bit 
more stress-free lives out in the community.” – Strong 
Minds Clinical Director Amy Yonkers

Wisconsin Force take bronze at the 
2019 Softball Championships

15 SOWI athletes and 
four coaches from 
around the state joined 
more than 250 Special 
Olympics athletes 
in Nashville for the 
2019 Special Olympics 
North America Softball 
Championship held 
August 15-18. The 
event included athletes 
and Unified partners 

representing 17 teams from 14 U.S. and Canadian Special 
Olympics programs.

The Wisconsin Force started out the tournament with 
some heavy hitting that propelled them to win three 
of their first four games. However, on the final day of 
competition, the Force fell to Canada securing the bronze 
medal for the team.

Athlete Colton Lohrenz of Oneida said the opportunity to 
meet new people was one of his favorite parts of the trip. 
The trip was extra special for athletes Christina and Josh 
Follen, who had the added bonus of experiencing the 
once-in-a-lifetime trip as husband and wife.
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91% of Parents 
Agreed or strongly agreed that participation 
in young athletes made them more hopeful 
about their child’s future

335 Participants

22 Active Young Athlete sites

After 2 months of participation in Special 
Olympics Young Athletes, children with 
intellectual disabilities experienced 

7-month gain in 
motor skills

“Special Olympics has given my daughter 
opportunities to participate in sports she 
may not otherwise been able to. She gets in 
her exercise while still having fun! Creating 
friendships that will last her a lifetime. Her 
smile says it all.” – Karen, parent of an athlete

YOUNG ATHLETES
Future champions. Young Athletes is a sport and 
play program for children ages 2-10 with and without 
intellectual disabilities. This fun and inclusive program 
offers families, teachers, caregivers, and people from the 
community the chance to share the joy of sports with all 
children and abilities. 

The program gives children with and without intellectual 
disabilities the chance to play together and, more 
importantly, learn about one another. Additional benefits 
include improved motor skills, increased acceptance 
and understanding of others, and social, emotional and 
learning skills.

2019 Highlight: 

Young Athlete Bennett Chart and his family get an 
unforgettable Badgers experience           

On November 9, SOWI Young Athlete Bennett Chart 
and his family from New Berlin had a chance of a 
lifetime thanks to the Badgers Give Back program and 
their Wisconsin Shoe Project, which aims “to provide 
unforgettable moments that will help to transform the 
lives of youngsters going through difficult times.” In 
addition to getting to cheer on Wisconsin Football as they 
defeated the Iowa Hawkeyes, Bennett and his family were 
able to spend time on the field where they got to meet 
some of the players like star defensive back Madison Cone. 
As part of the Wisconsin Shoe Project, Bennett received a 
pair of custom Under Armour shoes signed by Cone.



SPORTS & UNIFIED SPORTS
Sports is at the foundation of the Special Olympics 
movement. Special Olympics Wisconsin delivers year-
round, high-quality training and competition in an 
inclusive culture that stresses athletic excellence, rewards 
determination, emphasizes health and celebrates personal 
achievement.

We offer 19 Olympic-style individual and team sports 
that provide meaningful training and competition 
opportunities for individuals with intellectual disabilities 
(ID) 8 years and older. Children between the ages of 2 
to 10 years old may participate in our Young Athletes 
program. Athletes train in their sport, compete at an area 
level and may progress to state-level competitions.

Play Unified. Live Unified. Unified Sports® is an inclusive 
program which combines individuals with ID (athletes) 
and individuals without ID (partners) on sports teams 
for training and competition. Unified Sports promotes 
social inclusion and leads to new friendships, improved 
self-esteem and positive changes in attitude. Available to 
people of all ages, Unified Sports is inspired by a simple 
principle: training together and playing together is a quick 
path to friendship and understanding. 

Sports offered:

• Alpine Skiing		  • Athletics (Track & Field)

• Basketball (Team)	 • Basketball (Skills)

• Bocce			   • Bowling

• Cross Country Skiing	 • Flag Football

• Golf			   • Gymnastics

• Powerlifting		  • Sailing

• Snowboarding		 • Snowshoe Racing

• Soccer			  • Softball and Tee Ball

• Swimming		  • Tennis

• Volleyball

8



2019 Highlight:

The Double Dogs are Double Trouble for Unified 
Bowling competition

“Unified Sports are really important because they give 
people a chance to work with us and get to know us to see 
what we’re like. Unified Sports has done so much for Special 
Olympics. It’s awesome.”  - PJ Lynch, athlete

Team Milwaukee athlete PJ Lynch and his brother/Unified 
Partner, Andy, partnered up again as the Double Dogs 
for a Unified Bowling Tournament on December 7, 2019, 
in Madison. The brothers joined nearly 180 athletes and 
Unified Partners for this annual tournament.

For PJ and and his brother, the tournament gives them an 
opportunity to play one of their favorite sports working 
together, as opposed to against one another, as they 
often do when bowling head to head. “We’re kind of 
competitive when we bowl against each other. But when 
we’re together we’re very good. We’re strong together,” 
PJ said.

Read on: SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org/bowling

19 Sports

157 Delegations (local programs)

9,305 Athletes

2,955 Unified partners

137 Competitions 
(local, regional and state)

34 Unified experiences

2,853 Coaches

$0 To participate

82% of family members in the 
United States report that athletes 
improved their self-esteem after 
participating in Unified Sports®

79% of Unified Sports partners report 
increased understanding of people with ID

“Seeing the enthusiasm, hard work and the 
love of other athletes has inspired me to 
become more involved in and with Special 
Olympics. Also by trusting the many friends 
and coaches who help me understand 
things easily. My heart belongs with Special 
Olympics.” – Nicole, athlete
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Together we are creating a unified generation that 
chooses to include. Students of all abilities have the 
power to positively impact their school communities 
by promoting social inclusion. Special Olympics Unified 
Schools programming empowers youth and educators to 
be leaders of change. By playing and learning together we 
will create a more inclusive world.

Unified Champion Schools (UCS) promote social inclusion 
by bringing together students with and without 
intellectual disabilities through sports and other activities. 
These are school climates where students with disabilities 
feel welcome and are routinely included in, and feel a part 
of, all activities, opportunities and functions leading to 
long-term societal change.

Special Olympics College (SO College) functions as an 
official club on campus and connects college students 

and individuals with intellectual disabilities through 
sport to build friendships and help lead the social justice 
movement of Special Olympics.

Unified Schools & Colleges:

 reduce bullying and exclusion

 promote inclusive friendships

 overturn negative attitudes

 decrease hurtful language in schools 

    and the community

 develop students’ leadership skills

 create communities of caring and respect

UNIFIED SCHOOLS & COLLEGES
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2019 Highlight: 

The University of Wisconsin – Madison receives 
national recognition for achievements with inclusion                        

In September, ESPN announced the ESPN Honor Roll for 
2019 a list of top 34 schools from across the country as 
part of its Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools 
National Recognition Program.

Special Olympics Wisconsin SO College, the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison, was amongst the selected schools 
to receive this distinction. UW-Madison is the first school 
in the state of Wisconsin to receive such recognition for 
its efforts to provide inclusive sports and activities for 
students with and without disabilities. Go, Bucky!

103 Schools

5 Colleges

1,078 Students with ID

2,894 Students without ID

96% of youth involved say they feel 
comfortable carrying on a conversation 
with an individual with a disability

100% of teachers said the UCS program 
eased the transition from middle to high 
school by fostering a sense of belonging and 
building relationships

86% Generally regard participation 
in the program as a positive turning 
point in their lives

87% Learned that standing up for 
something they believe in is the right 
thing to do
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People with ID face significant challenges in accessing 
quality health care and obtaining opportunities that 
promote fitness and wellness, resulting in pronounced 
health disparities and reduced life expectancy. Special 
Olympics Health, made possible by the Golisano 
Foundation, and in the United States in collaboration with 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, is 
creating a world where people with intellectual disabilities 
have every opportunity to be healthy.

In Wisconsin, our Inclusive Health and Wellness 
programming focuses on:

• Reducing lifestyle-related risk factors for chronic disease 
to help athletes have optimal health

• Incorporating health education and/or health awareness 
at events to increase health knowledge of athletes, 
coaches, and parents/caregivers

• Making appropriate referrals for follow-up to community 
health professionals

• Training health care professionals and students 
about the needs of people with ID

• Collecting, analyzing and disseminating data on the 
health needs of people with ID

• Training athletes to serve as Athlete Health Leaders 
to mentor and inspire other athletes to live a 
healthy lifestyle

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
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8 Healthy Athletes disciplines

53 Free health screening events

75 Athletes health leaders

1,961 Total athletes screened

489 Volunteers donating 4,000 hours

10 SOfit wellness programs offered

“Special Olympics has been a wonderful, 
humbling, learning experience for me. It has 
taught me what true competition is, and the 
joy it brings to so many people. I have had the 
pleasure of watching my son grow, through 
his involvement with Special Olympics…
one of the biggest factors in his growth, 
is without question, his Special Olympics 
experiences.” – Larry, parent

2019 Highlight:
Healthy Athletes opens eyes for a new athlete
 and his family

“I could tell when he hit the right lens because Isaac would 
just smile.” – Isaac’s dad, Matt Newcomb

During the 2019 Indoor Sport Tournament, optometry 
volunteers for the Lions Club International Opening Eyes 
clinic placed orders for 118 prescription glasses and 90 
prescription sports goggles. One of those orders was for 
13-year-old Isaac Newcomb of the Reedsburg Area Schools 
agency.

And perhaps no one was more surprised about the fact 
that Isaac was among these orders than Isaac’s dad, 
Matt. “We never expected Isaac to have any kind of 
vision issues,” Matt said about Isaac’s difficulty with the 
vision test. After all, no one in Isaac’s family had ever 
had to wear glasses. Thankfully, the pair decided to give 
Healthy Athletes and Opening Eyes a visit during a break 
in between Isaac’s basketball games during the state 
tournament. “If we hadn’t gone we probably never would 
have known,” Matt said.

Opening Eyes is led and driven by highly trained optometry 
volunteers like Dr. Knueppel who run these scans at our 
statewide tournaments. One of the great features of the 
program is that athletes with vision problems receive a 
new pair of glasses for free in about eight weeks.

Read on: SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org/Isaac
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UNIFIED LEADERSHIP

Driving change through leadership. Special Olympics 
is shaping a new understanding of leadership, inspired 
by our athletes and youth partners, and unleashing 
leadership potential in people of all abilities. Unified 
Leadership teaches leaders of all abilities to value and 
learn from each other, and create environments where 
people with ID succeed in meaningful roles.

Through our Athlete Leadership program, athletes can 
become spokespersons, coaches, trainers, health mentors, 
members of the Athlete Input Council. They also have the 
ability to create their own leadership positions in their 
community. Through our Youth Activation Committee, 
students with and without intellectual disabilities promote 
school communities where all young people are agents of 
change fostering respect, dignity and advocacy for people 
with ID.

2019 Highlight:

SOWI and UW-Whitewater team up for the 
inaugural Athlete Leadership Academy

25 Special Olympic Wisconsin athletes paired with 25 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater student athletes 
on January 16 for the very first Athlete Leadership 
Academy. The athletes of both organizations spent the 
day listening to guest speakers, participating in workshops 
and engaging in hands-on activities meant to help all 50 
athletes improve their leadership skills.

The Academy included athlete voice at the core of the 
planning team. Special Olympics Wisconsin athlete 
leaders were invited to the table along with Student 
Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC) members and 
SO College liaisons from UW-Whitewater. Much of 
the success of the academy can be credited to this 
collaboration. The group not only planned the event, 
but also recruited participants and served as trainers 
during the workshop. Thanks to their leadership, the 
event was a huge success and it helped set a model 
that will hopefully be shared with Special Olympics 
programs and SAACs across the country.

“The biggest thing I take away from what I learned today 
was that there isn’t just one type of leader. There’s many 
different types of leaders.” –Matt Martino, Special 
Olympics Wisconsin athlete

Read on: SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org/academy

173 Athlete leaders

35 Youth leaders

8 Leadership events

2 Athletes serving on the Board of Directors
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ATHLETES
Athletes are the heart of Special Olympics. Our 
athletes are children and adults who have been 
identified as having an intellectual disability or closely 
related developmental disability and is age 8 or older. 
Athletes ages 2-10 may enroll in our Young Athletes 
program. There is no upper age limit, and in fact, more 
than 60% of our athletes are age 25 or older.

Our 19 sports are seasonal - some are winter sports 
and some are summer sports. So whatever the age or 
skill level, Special Olympics Wisconsin offers something 
for everyone. Many athletes start in one sport, then go 
on to try others. There is no cost to the athlete to join 
Special Olympics Wisconsin.

Through sports, our athletes see themselves for 
their abilities, not disabilities. Their world is opened 
with acceptance and understanding. They become 
confident and empowered by their accomplishments. 
They can become mentors for other athletes. They 
can train to become coaches and officials. They can 
also move toward a more public role as a speaker or 
spokesperson about the positive changes that Special 
Olympics helped bring about in their lives. At Special 
Olympics Wisconsin, our athletes are empowered to 
share their many gifts and talents with society.

Special Olympics Athlete Oath
“Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the 
attempt.”

“It has made me a more disciplined person. It also 
has taught me that being part of a team is better 
than trying to do it on my own. I have made new 
friends and learned that winning isn’t everything, 
team work is more important. Doing your best is 
what matters.” – Brett, athlete16



2019 Highlight: 

Micah Gumness to Plays Unified during NBA All-Star 
Weekend

“I’m mostly excited to play on the NBA Cares All-Star team 
because I love to play basketball. I am also excited to meet 
Special Olympics athletes from around the word and of 
course, NBA players!” Micah Gumness, athlete

Special Olympics Wisconsin athlete Micah Gumness of 
Pickett was among 12 Special Olympics athletes from 
around the world selected to compete in the 8th Annual 
NBA Cares Special Olympics Unified Sports® Game on 
February 15, 2019 in Charlotte, NC, as part of NBA All-Star 
Weekend.

The NBA Cares Special Olympics Unified Game represented 
a 44-year global partnership between Special Olympics 
and the NBA. Taking place each year during NBA All-Star, 
the Unified Game pairs Special Olympics athletes with NBA 
and WNBA players and legends in a 40-minute game of 
inclusion and acceptance.

Read on: SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org/gumness

9,305 Incredible athletes breaking down 
barriers and bringing home hardware

335 Young athletes

Gender
M		  61%
F		  39%

Age Range
1-12		  5%
13-18		  15%
19-24		  18%
25-55		  52%
56+		  10%

33 Average age of an athlete

Ethnic Background
White Non-Hispanic		 68%
Native American/Aleutian	 1%
African-American		  5%
Asian/Pacific			   1%
Hispanic			   2%
Not Specified		  22%
Multi-racial			   2%

23.2% of athletes are employed

Longevity in 
Special Olympics
1-5 years			   30%
5-10 years			   18%
10-15 years			   14%
More than 15 years		  39%
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Volunteers are the backbone of the Special Olympics 
movement. They are coaches, trainers, officials, event 
organizers, fundraisers and managers. They can also 
be Unified partners—playing alongside athletes with 
intellectual disabilities—or fans cheering in the stands.

Special Olympics Volunteer Oath

“I promise to give of the time in my life so that Special 
Olympics athletes can have the time of their lives. I 
promise to support Special Olympics, not just as an 
expression of charity, but as a form of respect for my 
fellow human beings. I promise to spread the word of 
volunteerism because, in giving, I receive so much more in 
return.”

VOLUNTEERS

4,019 Day-of volunteers

6,026 Long-term volunteers

10,045 Total volunteers sharing 
their time and talents

3,987 of all volunteers are youth

2019 Highlight:

Portage County youth soccer
The Stevens Point-based Portage County Youth Soccer 
Club is a group that you can find volunteering at the 
Summer Games year after year. Coaches and players 
for the soccer club come out in droves to support 
the athletes and help the Summer Games soccer 
tournament grow.

From a young age, PCYS Coach Sarah Ceballos has 
volunteered for Special Olympics in the Milwaukee area. 
After moving, Ceballos found volunteering as a way 
to connect with a new community. She has now been 
volunteering at the Summer Games for around twenty 
years.

Read on: SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org/soccer18



YOUNG ATHLETES

91% of Parents 
Agreed or strongly agreed that participation in 
Young Athletes made them more hopeful about 
their child’s future

335 Participants

22 Active Young Athlete sites

After 2 months of participation in Special 
Olympics Young Athletes, children with 
intellectual disabilities experienced

7-month gain in 
motor skills

2019 Impact Report
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HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS

2019 Impact Report

8 Healthy athletes disciplines

53 Free health screening events

75 Athletes health leaders

1,961 Total athletes screened

489 Volunteers donating 4,000 hours

10 SOfit wellness programs offered
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4,019 Day-of volunteers

6,026 Long-term volunteers

10,045 Total volunteers sharing 
their time and talents

3,987 of all volunteers are youth

VOLUNTEERS

19 Sports

157 Delegations (local programs)

9,305 Athletes

2,955 Unified partners

137 Competitions 
(local, regional and state)

34 Unified experiences

SPORTS AND 
UNIFIED SPORTS

2,853 Coaches

$0 To participate

82% of family members in the United States 
report that athletes improved their self-esteem 
after participating in Unified Sports®

79% of Unified Sports partners report 
increased understanding of people with ID



2019 Impact Report

287 Members

74 Fundraisers

$1.78M Raised

100% of all money raised directly supports 
Special Olympics WI athletes

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
TORCH RUN

173 Athlete leaders

35 Youth leaders

8 Leadership events

2 Athletes serving on the Board of Directors

UNIFIED 
LEADERSHIP

Cash $5,495,321

In-Kind $2,202,846

Total $7,698,167

FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT

UNIFIED SCHOOLS 
AND COLLEGES

103 Schools

5 Colleges

1,078 Students with ID

2,894 Students without ID

96% of youth involved say they feel 
comfortable carrying on a conversation 
with an individual with a disability

100% of teachers said the UCS program 
eased the transition from middle to high school 
by fostering a sense of belonging and building 
relationships

86% Generally regard participation 
in the program as a positive turning 
point in their lives

87% Learned that standing up for something 
they believe in is the right thing to do

21



FUNDRAISING HIGHLIGHTS

OUR PARTNERS & 
SUPPORTERS

Columbus High School concludes another                   
epic Polar Plunge

Each February is always a great reminder of just how lucky 
Special Olympics Wisconsin is to have the supporters it 
does. Not only do thousands of them do the unthinkable 
and throw themselves into icy water as a show of support 

for our athletes, but they also raise money that’s critical 
to providing the programming the athletes have come to 
expect from Special Olympics Wisconsin.

One of those fundraising powerhouse teams is the 
students of Columbus High School’s Unified Champion 
School club who have mastered the art of fundraising. For 
the 2018 Polar Plunge, they outpaced all other schools 



plunging by a considerable margin when they raised an 
incredible $17,000. For 2019, the high-achieving Columbus 
crew upped the ante aiming to raise $20,000.

But putting in all this hard work isn’t so hard for the 
students because of the friendships that the club fosters. 
Junior Cale Denk noticed this very early in his exposure 
to the club. “I just noticed this entire community. It just 
clicked for me at that second where all these people, 
they were all there for one mission and that was built on 
friendship… They really became my family at that point,” 
Denk said.

The students reached their fundraising goal and even 
surpassed it – raising an incredible $23,271 for Special 
Olympics Wisconsin. Thank you Columbus High School!

ADAMM Auto Show Gala benefits 
Special Olympics Wisconsin

Special Olympics Wisconsin was once again selected by 
the Automobile Dealers Association of Mega Milwaukee, 
Inc. (ADAMM) as the benefiting charity of the 2019 Auto 
Show Gala. The Gala is hosted annually by ADAMM, who 
also serves as a presenter of the annual Greater Milwaukee 
Auto Show. The trade association was founded in 1907 
and is currently made up of 117 automobile dealers in the 
greater Milwaukee area. Their galas have brought in more 
than $2 million for charities.

The more than 1,000 attendees included ADAMM Dealer 
members, auto manufacturers, friends of the automotive 
industry, business leaders and Special Olympic Wisconsin 
supporters. With the theme “Chariots @ The Coliseum, 
Ancient Rome will be reimagined”, gala-goers dressed in 
ancient Rome regalia and enjoyed an exclusive sneak peek 
of the Auto Show, silent and live auctions, dinner, dancing 

and the celebrated Parade of Athletes.

David Kriete (Kriete Truck Centers) and Vince Vitrano 
(TODAY’s TMJ4), both members of the SOWI Board 
of Directors, co-chaired the event which generated 
over $100,000 for the athletes of Special Olympics 
Wisconsin.

SpartanNash selects SOWI athlete Isaiah Kasay as 
face of scan campaign

The SpartanNash 
Foundation, the 
charitable giving arm 
of SpartanNash and 
its family of grocery 
retailers that includes 
Family Fresh Market 
and Econofoods stores 
in Wisconsin, selected 
Isaiah Kasay of River 
Valley Special Olympics 

as one of its Healthy Athletes of the Year. Isaiah was 
featured on their specially designed 24-pack cases 
Our Family® brand water packaging throughout the 
summer to help promote its retail scan campaign. 
During the campaign, store guests had the opportunity 
to donate $1, $5 or $10 and as Healthy Athlete of 
the Year, Isaiah made several in-store appearances to 
promote the campaign and talk with store guests about 
healthy habits and Special Olympics.

Isaiah was thrilled to get the news that he would be 
the face of the campaign in Wisconsin but the part 
that made him most excited was the opportunity 
to encourage others to get healthier. “I felt happy 
knowing that I was going to inspire other kids to be 
healthy,” Isaiah said.

100 percent of all funds raised during the scan 
campaign helps to provide year-round sports training 
and athletic competition for children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities across Wisconsin. Through 
support like this, athletes like Isaiah and families like 
the Kasays get to experience the incredible power of 
inclusion.
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The Law Enforcement 
Torch Run® (LETR) 
for Special Olympics 
is the largest public 
awareness vehicle 
and grass-roots for 
Special Olympics 

fundraiser for Special Olympics. Known honorably as 
Guardians of the Flame, law enforcement members and 
Special Olympics athletes carry the “Flame of Hope” 
into the Opening Ceremony of local, state, national and 
world Games. Annually, more than 110,000 dedicated 
and compassionate law enforcement members carry the 
“Flame of Hope,” symbolizing courage and celebration of 
diversity uniting communities around the globe.

The LETR engages law enforcement worldwide 
championing acceptance and inclusion for people with ID, 
starting first in their own communities. In Wisconsin, LETR 
partners with Special Olympics Wisconsin to host well-
known fundraising events including the Polar Plunge®, 
Run with the Cops, Truck Convoy®, Nine at Night golf 
outing and Tip-A-Cops.

LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN

WISCONSIN
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2019 Highlight:

LETR goes abroad for a Final Leg

“What I love most about LETR is the camaraderie between 
the officers and the athletes. The athletes do more for me 
than they would ever know,”  - Officer Wangnoss.

Burlington Police Officer Bryan Wangnoss was selected 
to serve as a Guardian of the Flame in the Final Leg for 
the 2019 Special Olympics World Games in Abu Dhabi, 
thanks to his many years of championing the Special 
Olympics mission as a committed member of the LETR. 
He has assisted in coordinating and promoting countless 
Special Olympics Wisconsin events and fundraisers in 
Racine County like the Torch Run and Ride with the Flame 
Motorcycle Ride. He has volunteered at local competitions 
by handing out awards to athletes and emceeing events. 
And of course, he’s been involved in the Polar Plunge.

For several years now, Officer Wangnoss has served as 
the team captain for the Burlington Copsicles team that 
plunges in the Kenosha Polar Plunge. The team also 
competes in the Law Enforcement Challenge, which 
pits law enforcement agencies against one another in a 
friendly fundraising challenge during the Polar Plunge 
season.

Read on: SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org/wangnoss

287 Members

74 Fundraisers

$1.78M Raised

100% of all money raised directly 
supports Special Olympics WI athletes

“Special Olympics has impacted my life by 
letting me participate in all the events. Special 
Olympics is great for all people with disabilities 
to compete in.” – Ben, athlete
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Our Corporate & Community Partners
MISSION PARTNERS 

PLATINUM PARTNERS  
$100,000 +                                                                        

GOLD MEDAL PARTNERS  
$50,000 - $99,999

SILVER MEDAL PARTNERS  
$25,000 - $49,999
Bank of Sun Prairie
BROADS for a Cause
Delta Dental of Wisconsin Foundation Inc.
Potawatomi Bingo & Casino
Retirement Income Planning LLC
Walgreen Co
William E. Miller Charitable Trust
Wisconsin Fastpitch Softball Coaches Association 

BRONZE MEDAL PARTNERS  
$15,000 - $24,999
Casey’s General Store
Church Mutual Insurance Co
Community First Credit Union
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Flanders
Golden State Foods Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Auto Auction
Kriete Group Truck Centers

Midwest Communications
Resnick & Yamat SC

COACH PARTNERS  
$5,000 - $14,999
Access to Community Services, Inc
Adair M. Templin Trust
Alta Resources
American Family Mutual Insurance Company
Ashland Elks Lodge 137
Aurora Health Care
Brat Fest Community Fund Inc
Brewers Community Foundation Inc
Catholic Financial Life
Charles W Farari
Columbia Correctional Institution
Columbus School District
Daniel and Julie Hartung Charitable Foundation Inc
Delta Dental of Wisconsin
Donald J and Kathleen J Hartung Living Trust
E C Styberg Foundation
Edward H. Wolf & Sons, Inc
Electrical Consultants Inc
Everything’s Possible Foundation Inc
Festival Foods
FitELITE LLC
Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund
Hartwig Family Foundation
Iron Order Motorcycle Club
ITW
Jen’s Knaughty Pine
JP Cullen
JP Morgan Charitable Giving Fund
Just Kids Dental SC
Knights of Columbus Supreme Office
Ladish Company Foundation
Linetec
Link Ford Lincoln RV
Little Lakes Memories Inc
Luke Homan Foundation
Mel’s Charities Inc
Nicolet National Bank
Rettler Corporation
Robert W Baird Co Foundation Inc
Schwab Charitable Fund

WISCONSIN

John C Hammond Rev. Trust



Sensient Technologies Foundation Inc
SpartanNash Foundation
TASC
Texas Roadhouse
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Cincinnati Insurance Company
The ROS Foundation
United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County
Vitech International Inc
Wagner-Essman Care Foundation
WE Energies
William J. Cronin Foundation
Wisconsin Independent Network LLC
Wisconsin Professional Police Association
Women of the Moose - Green Bay Chapter 451
YourCause, LLC

FRIENDS OF SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS WISCONSIN 
$2,500 - $4,999
ABB Inc.
Andersen Corporation
Aqua Finance Inc
Aquire Restoration Inc
Bemis
Cash Depot, LTD
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Coldwell Banker
Community Foundation of North  Central Wisconsin
Conney Safety Products
Cornerstone Custom Builders Inc
Crabtree Residential Living
Culver’s of Onalaska
Fidelity Bank & Trust
Forward Financial Credit Union
Fox Lake Correctional Institution
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Green Bay Packers
Haferman Bar Management
Ho-Chunk Nation
Hy-Vee #1391
Inpro Corporation
Inspire Brands
International Association of Directors 
of Law Enforcement
ITPros
Jewelers Mutual Insurance Co

Johnson Bank
K.C. Stock Foundation, Inc
Kevin Babler Trucking LLC
Lake Geneva Jaycees
Laufer Trucking Inc
M3 Insurance Foundation Inc
Marshfield Elks Lodge #665
MDS Communications Corporation
MillerCoors
Milton High School
Modern Woodmen of America
Neenah Volleyball Booster Club
Neillsville Rotary Club
Osborn & Son Trucking Co
Oshkosh Corporation Foundation Inc
Ozaukee Aquatics Inc
Paddock Lake Area Lions Club
Perspektive Media Group
Philadelphia Insurance Companies
Price County Sheriff’s Office
Prime Bar and Silver Lake Saloon
Progressive Development LLP
PyraMax Bank
Quad Graphics Inc
R & J Transport Inc
Redgranite Correctional Institution
Riggs Distributing Inc
Robert & Patricia Endries Family Foundation LTD
Sadoff Iron & Metal Company
Sargento Foods Inc
Sauk Prairie School District
Schneider National Foundation Inc
Scripps Howard Foundation
Sentry Insurance Foundation Inc
State Collection Service, Inc.
TDS Metrocom LLC
The Prime
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Tim O’Brien Homes Inc
Tomah Professional Police Association
Truck Country
TTI Inc
United Way of Dane County
Valley Express LLC
Wal-Mart Foundation
Waupun Truck-N-Show
WEL Companies Inc
Winter Miracle Splash
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A. David Kriete
Angie C. Hodkiewicz
Anthony Roth
Ben J. Messenger
Benjamin W. Godlewski
Betsy J. Elgin
Bob M. Kimball
Boelter Lincoln
Bonnie Kraft
Brandi S. Niemeier
Brandon Van Zeeland
Brian Andrew
Brian R. Nelson
Brian Strnad
Camilla	 L. Owen
Carl Dvorak
Cherrie	A. Martin
Cheryl Anderson
Chris R. Leemon
Christina Hager
Christina Korkos
Claudia	M. Derringer
Cliff Michalski
Colleen	A. Handrick
Cynthia Olson
Dale B. Schloemer

Wisconsin Motor Carriers Foundation
Wisconsin State USBC Bowling Association

IN-KIND DONORS
Advanced Disposal
All Star Nutrition
Brat Stop Inc
City of Whitewater
Crosby Heavy Duty Wrecker Service
Electric City Lanes
Fox River Industries
Jimmy Johns
Muzzy Broadcast  Group
Penske Neenah
Penske Truck Rental
Point to Point Moving & Storage
Riteway Bus Service
Total Rental Center
UNFI

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Dallas N. Sloan
Dan Catanese
Dan Hall
Dan Nemec
Daniel Brown
Daniel J. Mahlik
Darand L. Borneman
David Feuling
David A. Weber
Debra S. Klotz
Della Britton
Don Benson
Donald Weber
Donna R. Freund
Florence Ohm
Gary Kolpin
George	Rose
Gina Freels
Gwen Turbyfield
Henry Anderson
Isabel Bader
Jackie Gawenda
James W. Barden
James P. Freund
James A. Lunde
Jane E. Pribek
Janice M. Shulman
Janice Watson
Janine M. Shilts
Jay Isaacson
Jeffrey Best
Jeffrey	 G. Mahloch
Jennifer Younger
Jerome	D. Euler
Jesse Mendelsohn
Jessica Finlayson
Jim Popp
Joan M. Feil
Joe Pickart
John M. Andrew
John L. Cayer
John A. Dickens
John W. Engler
John Haka
John J. O’Hare
John W. Swanson
John Weiss



INDIVIDUAL DONORS CONT.
Jon D. McMurtrie
Joseph Metz
Judith C. Parish
Julie A. Rogers
Kari Deppa
Kathleen M. Genin
Kathleen J. Roach
Kathy R. Schult
Katie Pickart
Keith A. Lutz
Kelly N. Demulling
Kelly J. Larson
Keri Addis
Kirk Howard
Kris Zynel
Kristine DeYoung
La Veren Mahloch
Leanne C. Richter
Leslie B. Frisinger
Lilane Koehn Mace
Linda L. Brothen
Linda Dorner
Linda L.	Stasiak
Luke Mullins
Mackenzie Mueller
Maggie Sewart
Marcia Essman
Margaret A. Conrad
Margaret M. Engelhardt
Marilyn	R. Martin
Mary Florentine
Mary E. Henke
Mary Wisniewski
Matthew Seraphine
Matthew & Betty Hakes
Megan Tenpas
Melissa	M. Spangler
Michael Finnessy
Michael	P. Grubich
Michael	D. Heyer
Michael Krause
Michael	J. Mortell
Michael Sampson
Michael	D. Tillman
Michele Gentine
Michelle I. Rudzinski
Micki Letourneau
Missi K. Knutson

Nancy Jacobs
Nancy Trachte
Nicholas D. Stephens
Norbert	 J. Johnson
Norris L. Tibbetts
Pamela H. Smith-Toftum
Patricia	A. Miara
Patricia	A. West
Patrick Arndt
Paul S. Bielik
Paul J. Wakeen
Pauline E. Walker
Peter Ogden
Randy L. Follen
Ray Harrison
Richard	F. Cullen
Robert B. Atwell
Robert Dunne
Robert Fox
Robert Klinter
Robert L. Kollmann
Robert L. Oesterreicher
Robert Reynolds
Roxanne M. Wakeen
Roy A. Anderson
Sandra R. Andrew
Sara R. Valiska
Scott A. Swid
Shari L. Kaczmarski
Sheryl A. Ihde
Steve A. Pribek
Steve F.	Pulito
Susan T. Johnson
Ted Kellner
Terrence R. Fulwiler
Terry O.	Engelhardt
Terry Olejnik
Theodore Platz
Timothy M. Cowan
Todd A. Miller
Todd Wheeler
Veronica Wileman
Victor Anthony
Vince C.	Vitrano
Wendy Cayer
William Cleworth
William A. Faster
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2019 FINANCIAL REVIEW 
Statement of Financial Position   |   December 31, 2019 and 2018

    Assets 	 2019	 2018

Current assets:
Cash and cash equivalents 	 $ 2,943,947	 $ 1,189,155
Certificates of deposit, current portion	 200,252	 556,324
Contributions receivable 	 740,658 	 192,688
Prepaid expenses 	 140,412 	 74,786

Total current assets 	 4,025,269	 2,012,953

Other assets:
Investments 	 1,535,542 	 1,434,655
Certificates of deposits	 948,290	 620,494
Contributions receivable	 28,920 	 28,376

Total other assets 	 2,512,752 	 2,083,525

Property and equipment net	 204,871 	 204,871

Accumulated depreciation	 (193,791) 	 (190,816)

Property and equipment, net	 11,080 	 14,055

TOTAL ASSETS 	 $ 6,549,101	 $ 4,110,533

    Liabilities and Net Assets

Current liabilities:

Accounts payable 	 $ 116,426	 $ 101,170
Grant funds received in advance 	 97,415 	 72,318
Other liabilities 	 34,038 	 45,019
Accrued payroll and related 	 113,856 	 95,301

Total current liabilities 	 361,735	 313,808

Net assets:

Without donor restriction:

Undesignated	 3,082,940 	 2,710,324
Undesignated - Board designated 	 1,000,000 	 1,000,000

Total without donor restriction	 4,082,940 	 3,710,324
With donor restriction	  2,104,426	 86,401

Total net assets 	 6,187,366 	 3,796,725

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 	 $ 6,549,101	 $ 4,110,533



Changes in unrestricted net assets:
Public support and revenue:
Public support:
Contributions 	 $ 908,698	 $ 977,402
Fundraising 	 4,164,328 	 4,108,403
In-kind 	 2,202,846 	 2,246,775
Total public support 	 7,275,872	 7,332,580

Revenue:
Registration fees 	 70,139	 84,278
Investment income (loss) 	 261,468 	 (68,996)
Other 	 42,852 	 32,028
Total revenue 	 374,459 	 47,310

Net assets released from restriction through
satisfaction of program restrictions 	 47,836	 113,231
Total public support & revenue without donor restriction	 7,698,167	 7,493,121

Expenses:
Program activities:
Public education 	 524,693 	 589,610
Training 	 2,538,124	 2,609,718
Games and competition 	 1,140,979 	 1,361,647
Outreach	  692,797 	 438,668
Agency 	 606,438 	 650,042
Total program services	 5,503,031 	 5,649,685

Support services:
Administration and management 	 486,193 	 408,705
Fund-raising 	 1,336,327	 1,516,264 
Total support services 	 1,822,520	 1,924,969
Total expenses 	 7,325,551 	 7,574,654
Changes in net assets without donor restriction	 372,616	 (81,533)

Contributions 	 2,065,861 	 32,320
Net assets released from restriction 	 (47,836) 	 (113,231)

Changes in assets with donor restriction	  2,018,025 	 ( 80,911)

Changes in net assets 	 2,390,641 	 (162,444)
Net assets - Beginning of year 	 3,796,725	 3,959,169
Net assets - End of year 	 $ 6,187,366	 $ 3,796,725

Statement of Activities   |   December 31, 2019 and 2018

 2019                                               2018
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CHAIRMAN
Vince Vitrano 
The E.W. Scripps Company

CHAIR-ELECT 
Marc Cadieux 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin

TREASURER 
Stephanie Imhoff 
Honkamp Krueger & Co.

SECRETARY 
Michael Grubich 
Lawrence, Allen & Kolbe

Stacy Alexejun 
Quarles & Brady, LLP

Brian Andrew 
Johnson Financial Group

Alyssa Bohm 
Racine School District and Miss Wisconsin

Mike Buck 
Mega CO-OP

Mike Carr 
Oregon School District

Jake Casper, Athlete 
General Beverage Co.

John Cayer 
Mueller Sports Medicine

Beverly DeGroot, MD 
Central Wisconsin Center

Gabrielle Dow 
Green Bay Packers

Marquis Garner, Athlete 
Author

Lois Harrison 
Concordia University-Wisconsin

Martha Hill, Athlete 
Woodlake Market

Bryan Hyska 
Associated Bank

Ronald Irwin 
Michael Best Strategies

Bill Jones 
CBJ Associates LLC

David Kriete 
Kriete Truck Centers

Chris Leemon 
Walgreens

Israel Lopez 
Akuraa Technologies

Niki Nelson 
Waukesha Police Department

Mark Nicholson 
Tomah Police Department

Kurt Picknell 
Walworth County SO

Brad Schimel 
Waukesha Circuit Courts

Tom Shafranski 
WI Interscholastic Athletic Association

Ronald Tischer 
City of La Crosse PD

Joel Wener 
Pepin County Sheriffs’ Office

George Whitely 
Stephan & Brady, Inc.

Chimeng Yang 
Old National Bank

2019 Board of Directors
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2019 SOWI Team

DEVELOPMENT

 
Hailey Aderman, Region 8
Director of Development, 
Special Events/LETR

Vickie Eiden
Grant Manager

Caitlin Fitzpatrick, Region 7
Director of Development, Special Events

Sarah Graper, Region 4 & 5
Director of Development, Special Events

Allison Grosenick
Coordinator, Sports & Fund Development

Miranda Haima, Region 2
Director of Development, Special Events

Brandi Niemeier
Program Evaluator

Alyse Peters, Region 6
Director of Development, Special Events

Kathryn Reinhart
Major Gifts Officer

Hannah Roehrig 
Special Events Assistant

Madalyn Schneider, Region 4 & 5
Special Events Coordinator

Christa Shields
Vice President of Development

Jennifer Stevens
Coordinator, Sports & Fund Development

Karina Tomei-Castro, Region 3
Director of Development, Special Events

Mai Xiong, Region 3
Director of Development, Special Events

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS             

Tammy Hahn
Director of Marketing 

Lisa Hassenstab 
Director of Volunteer & Government Relations

Tommy Jaime
Director of Communications

Lindsay Meyer
Director of Marketing

Jennifer Wagner
Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications  

OPERATIONS

Mary Beaty
Vice President of Administration

Ann Cerne
Office Manager

STATE OFFICE
2310 Crossroads Drive 
Suite 1000
Madison, WI 53718
(608) 222-1324

REGIONAL OFFICES

Region 2	
	 3317 Business Park
	 Suite A
	 Stevens Point, WI 54482
	 (800) 552-1324

Region 3	
	 2023 Fairfax St.
	 Eau Claire, WI 54701
	 (715) 833-0833

Region 4 & 5	
	 W5361 CTY KK, Suite D
	 Appleton, WI 54915
	 (920) 659-5911

Region 6	
	 2310 Crossroads Drive
	 Suite 1000
	 Madison, WI 53718
	 (608) 222-1324

Region 7	
	 6100 Washington Ave
	 Suite E1
	 Racine, WI 53406
	 (262) 598-9507

Region 8	
	 10224 N. Port Washington
	 Mequon, WI 53092
	 (262) 241-7786

Kathleen Roach, President & CEO

Kathi Genin 
Database Administrator

Jeanne Hrovat
Vice President of Unified Leadership

Theresa Rossman
Gift Records Manager

Thomas Sheahan
Accounting Assistant

Will Skrundz 
Database Manager

Robin Van Fleet Bergan
Chief Financial Officer

Steve Woodard
Office Assistant

SPORTS AND WELLNESS	

Troy Anderson, Region 7
Athletic Director

Jason Blank 
Senior Director of Sports

Sarah Burch
Unified Champion Schools Coordinator

Nicole Christensen, Region 6
Athletic Director

Michaela Harrison, Region 2 & 3
Athletic Director

Brittany Hoegh
Director of Training & Games Logistics

Jenna Lang
Young Athletes Manager

Jody LaPlante, Region 4 
Athletic Director

Carla Lieb, Region 5 
Athletic Director

Melissa Maxwell, Region 3 
Athletic Director

Liz Menzer 
Senior Director of Unified Programs

Erin Muehlenkamp 
Director of Unified Programs

Melissa Schoenbrodt 
Senior Director of Health Programs

Samantha Sotelo 
Athlete Records Manager

Amber Weinfurter, Region 8 
Athletic Director

Don Wigington 
Vice President of Sports & Health Programs

Mark Wolfgram 
Senior Director of Field Services

Bianca Yager 
Unified Champion Schools Manager 33



Local Programs
REGION 2

Antigo Unified Schools 2-01
Wausau Metro Adult SO 2-03
Rhinelander Area Special Olympics 2-05
Mosinee Schools 2-09
Northern Access SO 2-11
Neillsville SO 2-12
South Wood County 2-13
Stevens Point Public Schools 2-14
Marshfield Area SO 2-17
Golden Eagles SO 2-20
Merrill Schools Special Olympics 2-21
Tomahawk Schools SO 2-22
Merrill Adult Special Olympics 2-24
Stevens Point Area YMCA 2-25
Everest Area SO 2-28
School District of Rhinelander SO 2-29
Lakeland Area SO 2-30
Mosinee Adult SO 2-32
Spencer SO 2-39
Colby SO 2-43
Wisconsin Rapids Special Sports SO 2-44
Wausau Area Youth SO 2-50

REGION 3

Eau Claire Adult 3-06
Northern Lights SO 3-08
Chippewa County Adults SO 3-09
Chippewa Falls Schools S.O. 3-10
Burnett County Adult Special Olympics 3-11
Chequamegon Bay Area Athletes SO 3-12
River Valley Special Olympics 3-15
Thorp Adult Special Olympics 3-18
Trempealeau Co Hlth CC SO 3-19
Ventures Athletics SO 3-20
Ellsworth Area SO 3-21
Menomonie Red Cedar SO 3-25
Eau Claire Rascals 3-26
Barron County SO 3-30
Spooner Special Olympics 3-31
Eau Claire Champions 3-33
Hayward SO 3-34
Polk County SO 3-36

B.T.I.A.W. 3-37
Panthers SO 3-40
Challenge Center Inc 3-41
Eau Claire Flying All Stars 3-43

REGION 4
Oshkosh Special Olympics 4-02
Dodge County Special Olympics 4-04
Neenah Schools 4-06
Valley Packaging Industries 4-07
Green Lake County SO 4-08
Brillion SO 4-10
The Arc Fond du Lac 4-12
Champions of Fond du Lac 4-14
Waupaca Area SO 4-15
Winnro Action 4-16
Kaukauna Area Schools 4-18
Waushara County SO 4-19
Chilton Schools/CESA 7  4-20
SOAR Fox Cities 4-25
Oshkosh Schools SO 4-27
Neenah Alumni 4-29

REGION 5

Shawano All Stars 5-01
Sheboygan County Super Eights 5-02
Syble Hopp School 5-03
Door County SO 5-04
Camp Daniel 5-06
Sheboygan Adult Program 5-07
Oconto Special Olympics 5-09
Packerland Jets 5-10
Hopp Alumni SO 5-12
Manitowoc Co Miracles 5-14
Green Bay Metros 5-15
Kewaunee County SO 5-16
Shawano County Youth Special Olympics 5-17
The Able Church SO 5-19
Cerebral Palsy Center SO 5-20
Western Shawano Cty 5-21
Green Bay Area Youth Program 5-22
Oaks Family Care Center 5-23
Marinette County SO 5-25
Bay Navigators 5-26
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REGION 6

Sauk Prairie SO 6-01
Prairie du Chien Area SO 6-02
Belmont Braves SO 6-03
Baraboo Special Olympics 6-04
Oregon Area SO 6-05
Silver Lake Special Olympics 6-06
DeForest SO 6-07
Reedsburg Area Schools SO 6-09
West Madison Area SO 6-12
Verona Area Special Olympics 6-14
Green County 6-15
Waunakee SO 6-16
Cuba City SO 6-18
Platteville Schools 6-19
Middleton Area SO 6-20
Richland County 6-25
Tomah SO 6-26
Mt. Horeb Vikings SO 6-27
Holmen Schools 6-29
Sun Prairie Schools 6-33
Sparta Special Olympics 6-34
YMCA of Dane County 6-35
La Crosse Parks & Rec 6-36
Viroqua Area Special Olympics 6-40
Columbus Area SO 6-44
Lancaster 6-47
Stoughton SO 6-50
Iowa County Special Olympics 6-51
Sauk County SO 6-52
Brookwood Special Olympics 6-53
Mt. Horeb Vikings A-Team SO 6-58
Monona Grove Special Olympics 6-60
Sugar River Special Olympics 6-62

REGION 7

Wisconsin School for the Deaf 7-01
Janesville Area Special Olympics 7-02
Saint Coletta Adult 7-04
Lakeland School SO 7-05
Greater Beloit 7-06

Western Kenosha Co SO 7-07
Walworth Co Adult Pgm 7-08
Watertown Special Olympics  7-09
Kenosha Special Olympics 7-11
Productive Living Systems 7-14
Racine Special Olympics 7-15
Western Racine County 7-19
Shepherds 7-20
Fort Atkinson Area 7-21
Racine Unified School District SO 7-22

REGION 8

Waukesha A’s 8-01
North Suburban 8-02
Greendale Special Olympics 8-03
South Milwaukee Special Olympics 8-04
Wauwatosa SO 8-05
Fairview South School 8-07
Pewaukee 8-08
YMCA at Pabst Farms 8-10
Milwaukee Public Schools 8-11
West Allis SO 8-14
St Francis Special Olympics 8-15
Team Elmbrook 8-17
Arrowhead 8-19
Greenfield SO 8-22
Prader Willi Homes of Oconomowoc 8-24
Greenfield/Franklin Colts  8-25
Greenfield Jr Hawks SO 8-26
Spring City-Waukesha 8-27
Ozaukee County 8-28
Wil-O-Way Grant 8-29
Hartford Parks & Rec Dept 8-31
School Dist of Waukesha 8-32
West Bend Recreation 8-33
New Berlin SO 8-34
Genesee Lake School 8-35
Team Franklin 8-37
Mukwonago Area Special Olympics 8-40
Team Milwaukee 8-42
Bi-County Spec Olympics 8-44
Shorewood SO 8-46
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		  DONATE: GIVE THE 
		  GIFT OF JOY
Sponsor - Position your company as a champion of 
diversity and inclusion while attracting customers, 
engaging employees and leveraging Special  
Olympics’ strong brand recognition. 

Tributes & Memorial Gifts - Celebrate a friend 
or pay tribute in memory of a loved one with a  
donation to Special Olympics Wisconsin in their 
name.

Bequests & Estate Gifts - Consider including 
Special Olympics in your estate plans and make 
a lasting impact.

Monthly Giving - Give monthly and make a  
difference. Monthly giving is easy, convenient 
and will make a difference all year long.

Double Your Impact - Many companies will match 
your contributions to charity. See if your employer 
will match your gifts to SOWI. 

Tax Checkoff - During tax season, do something 
special. Donating to Special Olympics Wisconsin is 
as easy as making a designation on your state 
income tax form.

Host a Fundraiser - Host your own event or  
activity to benefit SOWI. For more info, visit  
SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org. 

Donate by Phone or Mail  - Contact us at 
(608) 222-1324 to make your secure contribution  
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. CST, 
or mail your donation to Special Olympics  
Wisconsin, 2310 Crossroads Drive, Suite 1000, 
Madison, WI 53718.

		  CONNECT: STAY 
		  INSPIRED & LEARN 		
		  MORE
Social Media - Follow us on Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter.

e-Newsletter - Sign-up for our monthly 
e-newsletter and receive inspiring news that 
reveals the champion in all of us.

Revealing the Champion Mission Tour - Learn 
more about Special Olympics Wisconsin by  
attending a free, 45-minute Revealing the  
Champion Mission Tour. Call (262) 241-7786  
to schedule. 

Play Unified – Training together and playing 
together is a quick path to friendship and 
understanding. Join our athletes on the playing  
field and share the joy of sports.

		  VOLUNTEER: JOIN 		
		  THE TEAM & MAKE A 
		  DIFFERENCE
Special Olympics Wisconsin is fueled by the time, 
energy and dedication of thousands of volunteers. 
From day-of event volunteers to long-term roles 
such as coaches and local program managers, we are 
successful because they give their time and talent. 

Whether you’re a corporation looking for an 
inspiring teambuilding exercise, a social or religious 
group looking to have greater involvement in your 
community, or a family or individual, we have a 
variety of volunteer opportunities to match your 
interests. Volunteering creates a lifetime of 
friendships and rewards of immeasurable value, 
both for you and the athletes.

Join the Inclusion Revolution
We are better together. By playing and leading together, we are creating an inclusive and welcoming world 
for all. Join the #InclusionRevolution and become part of a powerful movement that celebrates ALL abilities!

For more ways to become involved, visit SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org or call (608) 222-1324.
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