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Our Mission

The mission of Special Olympics is to provide year-round sports 

training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports 

for children and adults with intellectual disabilities. 

This gives them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, 

demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of 

gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics 

athletes and the community.



Our Vision

Sport will open hearts and minds towards people with intellectual 

disabilities and create inclusive communities across Wisconsin. 

Globally, we will strive to end discrimination against people with ID. 



Our Work

Leveling the 
Field through 

Sport

Delivering Life-
Changing 

Healthcare

Unifying 
Generations in 

Schools

Creating 
Leaders Across 
all Spectrums

Special Olympics Wisconsin is the authority of inclusion.

https://youtu.be/u27Mz5FE04w


Leveling the Field through Sport

Inspiring athletes to compete at the highest level while serving as society’s great 

equalizer for those of all abilities.

• Year-round sports training and athletic competition 

• 19 Olympic-type sports for individuals with ID, of any age and skill level

• Athletes train, compete locally and advance to higher levels of competition

• 1,707 dedicated coaches 

• 40 competitions 

• Unified sports opportunities 

• USA Games

• World Games

• ESPN X Games



Leveling the Field through Sport

“By joining SOWI people can show their 
communities, states, our country, and the 
entire world that people with intellectual 

disabilities are equal humans.”
- Sara Byrd, 200m Gold Medalist



Statewide Sports Competitions

Winter Sports Season
Winter Games
February  
Wausau
Sports:
• Alpine Skiing
• Cross-country Skiing
• Snowboarding
• Snowshoe Racing 

Indoor Sports Season
State Basketball Skills
March 
Neenah

Indoor Sports Tournament 
April 
Oshkosh
Sports: 
• Team Basketball

Summer Sports
Season
Summer Games
June 
Stevens Point
Sports: 
• Athletics (Track & 

Field)
• Soccer
• Swimming

Outdoor Sports Season
State Golf
July 
Green Bay & Columbus

Outdoor Sports  Tournament
August 
Waukesha
Sports: 
• Bocce
• Softball 
• Tennis

Fall Sports Season
State Flag Football 
October
Neenah

State Volleyball
November 
Menomonee Falls

State Bowling
November
Southern/Northern



Delivering Life-Changing Healthcare

Special Olympics is the world’s 
largest public health organization
for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities (ID).

Healthy Athletes is changing the 
way health systems interact 
with individuals with intellectual 
disabilities.

SOWI is providing a transformative 
resource for physicians and health 
systems to serve as an advocate for 
inclusive health. 



Healthy Athletes® Disciplines

Opening 

Eyes (Vision)
Special 

Smiles 

(Dental)

Fun Fitness 

(Physical 

Therapy)

Health Promotion 

(Health and 

Wellness)

Healthy 

Hearing 

(Audiology)

Fit Feet 

(Podiatry)

MedFest

(Sports 

Physicals)

Strong Minds

(Emotional Well-being)

Special Olympics Wisconsin provides FREE health screenings in 8 
different disciplines.



Unifying Generations in Schools

“Through sport, recreation, and youth leadership, my 
students have grown immensely as young advocates 

and I am confident the future is brighter because they 
have chosen to Live Unified.” – Jahlieh Gardipee

Special Education teacher at Columbus High School

The Unified Champion Schools® Program is creating a 
Unified Generation who are leading the charge to 
re-imagine and create communities in which all 
people are included and accepted.

By taking it out of the classroom and on to the playing 
field, Unified Sports is an essential part of successfully 
creating inclusive school communities where everyone 
is accepted and valued.



Unifying Generations in Schools

Empowering youth and educators to be leaders through sport and 

education developing an inclusive, future generation. 

• UCS activities are grouped into 3 components: 

• Inclusive Sports

• Youth Leadership and Advocacy 

• Whole School Engagement

• Statewide Youth Activation Council

• 73 Unified Champion Schools in WI

• 8 Colleges

• 1,400 Unified Partners (students without ID)



Creating Leaders Across All Spectrums

Athlete Leadership

Through organized training and practical 
experiences, Athlete Leadership helps prepare 
athletes to undertake meaningful positions of 
influence and leadership throughout the Special 
Olympics organization, both on and off the 
playing field.

Unified Leadership

A holistic approach that focuses on leaders with 
and without ID, developing a mindset and skills 
to create the best possible environment for 
people to succeed in meaningful activities. 



Creating Leaders Across All Spectrums

Training athletes to serve in meaningful roles to shape the future of the 
Special Olympics movement and become leaders within the organization 
as well as in the community. 

• Introduction to Athlete Leadership and 
Understanding Leadership

• Global Messenger (public speaking)

• Athletes-as-Coaches

• Athlete Health Messenger 

• Athletes as Table Officials 

• Healthy Relationships

• Government Advocacy

• Governance
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2021 Financial Statement



Contact Information 

Chad Hershner, President & CEO
2310 Crossroads Drive, Suite 1000

Madison, WI 53718

(608) 442-5680 

chershner@specialolympicswisconsin.org

SOWI Statewide Offices

Appleton

Brookfield

Madison

Stevens Point 

Follow Us!
Facebook.com/SpecialOlympicsWisconsin
Twitter.com/SOWisconsin
Instagram.com/SOWisconsin
Flickr.com/SpecialOlympicsWisconsin
YouTube.com/SOWisconsin
LinkedIn.com/SpecialOlympicsWisconsin

“I’m very happy to accomplish all the things I 
want to do in life. As a Global Messenger, 
I want to tell the athletes “you have a voice 
and you can use that voice to be heard.”

- Athlete and Global Messenger, Zachary Reetz 

mailto:chershner@specialolympicswisconsin.org


Program Name

"Let me win, but if I 
cannot win, let me be 
brave in the attempt."

- Athlete Oath 


